FROM    SEA    TO    SKY

nation to make such an impossible gesture. As an A.O.C., my
immediate problem was to retain the enthusiasm of officers and
men for the service and for the more hazardous forms of its
training. I concluded that if we managed to do that, it would not
be thanks to the Disarmament Conference.

In fairness to the Government and those who were faced with
the task of representing its views, one should recall to mind the
general atmosphere in the country at that time. The pacifist
campaign was in full swing, and the Peace Pledge Union gaming
support. Wild young men were talking rank treason and were
getting away with it. Anyone who spoke of the Empire was dubbed
an out-of-date Imperialist. Many people seemed to have lost their
senses and statesmen to be pursuing ideals already fourteen years
dead. Had not the United States Congress killed these when they
repudiated President Wilson's policy on which the whole idea of
the League of Nations was based?

No voices were being raised in protest at our disarmament
gesture, with the exception of Winston ChurchilPs and the Daily
Mail's. There seemed to be a genuine widespread belief in the
minds of many people in this country that we could escape a
future war, and incidentally much expense, by giving a lead in
disarmament.

At the end of February, Lord Londonderry gave a dinner at
his famous house which was attended by H,R,H. the Duke of
York, Prime Minister Ramsay Macdonald, and all the senior
officers of the Air Ministry and Home Commands. I was privileged
to be present and I can remember no reference being made,
in the course of conversation, as to the fate which might conceiv-
ably be in store for our service. It seemed to be taken for granted
that all would be well.

In March (1933) the Air Estimates actually showed a,slight
reduction from the figure for the previous year. Hitler had
become Chancellor and was generally recognized as a sort of
Mussolini of Germany. In Manchuria, the Japanese had com-
pletely occupied the Province of JehoL

I have dealt at some length with this period of hysteria in
order to emphasize the stability and high morale of the R.A.F. in
surviving the epidemic as well as they did.

In April I accompanied Philip Sassoon, who was once again
our Under-Secretary of State, on a flying trip to Malta, We left on
the igdb from Galshot, in a Rangoon three-engined flying-boat
built by Short's. Our first pilot on this occasion was FIt.-Lieut.